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Andrew Nethsingha and The Choir of St John’s College, Cambridge, release Eastertide Evensong, their 

second live Evensong album following the success of their Ash Wednesday recording. Evensong is the 

foundation of the choir's output, as they sing six Evensong services per week throughout term time. The 

recording is structured in a traditional Evensong format, including anthems, psalms, canticles, prayers, 

bible readings and organ music. 

  

Andrew Nethsingha, Director of The Choir of St John’s College, Cambridge, said: "I’ve been involved in 

making music for around 10,000 Evensongs in my lifetime so far! This service from 2018 sticks in my mind 

as being particularly special. There was a great frisson and sense of occasion - having hundreds of 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/192AWjTzv9VEpyaa2i-Xmd6ADDlG9XKlM
https://www.dropbox.com/s/x5jm0jg04ab2hw3/SIGCD707%20Booklet.pdf?dl=0
https://promo.theorchard.com/2dDrUyaeN5FaDsyMppFI


thousands listening live on the radio will have helped! Evensong provides a timeless framework for music 

of many periods - here we include a wonderful variety from the 16th century to the present day.   

“As time goes on, I become more and more keen on live recordings - I love being able to prepare repertoire 

really thoroughly, so that the music sits very comfortably in people’s voices. Then the BBC red light comes 

on and one has the confidence to be spontaneous, take risks and create a unique performance. That is 

harder to achieve in studio conditions with multiple takes. The singers on this recording were a particularly 

fine group. One of the altos, for instance, went on to win the Kathleen Ferrier Award a couple of years 

later.  

“I’m keen to share my great love for the beauty of Evensong and the powerful effect it can have on all 

people - religious believers and non-believers alike.” 

This recording opens with Julian Anderson’s My beloved spake, a work written in 2006 using text from the 

Song of Songs which is particularly apt for spring and for Eastertide. Psalm chants by John Goss, Charles 

Hylton Stewart and Charles Villiers Stanford are performed in the Eastertide service, chosen by Nethsingha 

for being “masters of their craft”. A particular highlight of the album is the inclusion of Herbert Howells’ 

Gloucester Service setting of the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis which was written in 1946, shortly after 

Howells had served as Acting Organist at St John’s during the war.  

 

Towards the end of the service, we hear John Taverner’s Dum transisset Sabbatum, set to a text of the 

same name which was originally prescribed to be sung every day during Easter Week. We hear Taverner’s 

first setting of this text (he later composed a second) which was written in the early 16th century and 

spans three octaves within a five-part polyphonic texture. The service also includes Preces and Responses 

composed by Kenneth Leighton and concludes with the Finale for solo organ from Charles-Marie Widor’s 

Symphonie No. 6, which Nethsingha refers to as “one of the most exuberant works in the repertoire”.  

The Choir’s first live Evensong album, Ash Wednesday, marked the start of Lent and the forty days leading 

up to Jesus’ crucifixion. Released in 2020, it was deemed “the most glorious, glorious music-making” 

(Jeremy Summerly on BBC Radio 3, Record Review). This second Evensong album follows the first, 

celebrating another major event in the liturgical calendar: the Eastertide celebration of Christ’s 

Resurrection. 

The album includes booklet notes written by Andrew Nethsingha, reflecting on the significance of 

Evensong and the works included in this recording. To view the booklet notes, please click here. 

The album will be available from 15th April 2022 on Signum Records. 
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Track Listing 

1 My Beloved Spake   Julian Anderson (b.1967) 

2 The Preces    Kenneth Leighton (1929-1988) 

3 Psalm 12    John Goss (1800-1880) 

4 Psalm 13    Charles Hylton Stewart (1884-1932) 

5 Psalm 14    Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 

6 The First Lesson   Hosea 13 vv. 4-14 

7 Magnificat Gloucester Service Herbert Howells (1892-1983) 

8 The Second Lesson   1 Corinthians 15 vv. 50-end 

9 Nunc Dimittis Gloucester Service Herbert Howells 

10 The Apostles’ Creed 

11 The Responses   Kenneth Leighton 
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12 Dum transisset Sabbatum (I)  John Taverner (c.1490-1545) 

13 The Prayers 

14 Finale (Symphonie VI)  Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937) 
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The Choir of St John’s College, Cambridge 

The Choir of St John’s College, Cambridge is one of the finest collegiate choirs in the world – known and 

loved by millions from its broadcasts, concert tours and over 100 recordings. Founded in the 1670s, the 

Choir is known for its rich, warm and distinctive sound, its expressive interpretations and its ability to 

sing in a variety of styles. Alongside this discipline, the Choir is particularly proud of its happy, relaxed 

and mutually supportive atmosphere. The Choir is directed by Andrew Nethsingha following in a long 

line of eminent Directors of Music, recently Dr George Guest, Dr Christopher Robinson and Dr David Hill. 

Their first release on their imprint with Signum Classics, DEO, won the Choral Award at the BBC Music 

Magazine Awards 2017. 

Andrew Nethsingha 

Performing in North America, South Africa, the Far East, and throughout Europe, Andrew Nethsingha 

has been Director of Music at St John’s College, Cambridge since 2007. He has helped to set up a new 

recording label, ‘St John’s Cambridge’, in conjunction with Signum. His first album on the new 

label, DEO (music by Jonathan Harvey), was a 2017 BBC Music Magazine Award winner. Six recent 

albums have been ‘Editor’s Choice’ in Gramophone Magazine. 

 

Andrew Nethsingha was a chorister at Exeter Cathedral, under his father’s direction. He later studied at 

the Royal College of Music, where he won seven prizes, and at St John’s College, Cambridge. He held 

Organ Scholarships under Dr Christopher Robinson at St George’s Windsor, and Dr George Guest at St 

John’s College, before becoming Assistant Organist at Wells Cathedral. He was subsequently Director of 

Music at Truro and Gloucester Cathedrals, and Artistic Director of the Gloucester Three Choirs Festival. 

 

A folder of photographs relating to this press release can be found here. 
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