
 

 

 

 

Handel Singing Competition semi-finalists announced 

 
SEMI-FINAL Tuesday 5 March, 6pm ¦ Grosvenor Chapel, London 

FINAL Saturday 6 April, 7pm ¦ St George’s, Hanover Square 

For tickets please contract Rebecca at Premier Rebecca.johns@premiercomms.com  

 

“I secured an agent from my performance which opened up a new chapter in my singing career at the time” 

Iestyn Davies MBE, 2004 runner-up 

The Handel Singing Competition has announced its 13 semi-finalists who will be competing in the 2019 Competition. 
The semi-final is due to take place on 5 March at Grosvenor Chapel, and the final is on 6 April at St George’s, 
Hanover Square – both in front of a live audience. The Competition this year received over 170 applications from all 
around the world, from 25 countries as far afield as Argentina, Australia, Israel, the United States and Canada.   
 
The adjudicators for this year’s Competition include Ian Partridge CBE, Catherine Denley, Michael George, Lawrence 
Zazzo, Rosemary Joshua and Jane Glover. The semi-finalists will be accompanied on harpsichord and will each sing 
for fifteen minutes in an all-Handel programme. Five or six singers will proceed to the final in April and will be 
accompanied by the London Handel Orchestra and Laurence Cummings, musical director of the London Handel 
Festival.  St.George's, Hanover Square is of course the church where Handel himself worshipped, and the Festival 
continues his great tradition of nurturing young talent through the Handel Singing Competition. 
  
All of the finalists are between 23 to 34 years old and will be competing to win one of four prizes: First Prize (£5000), 
Second Prize (£2000), Audience Prize (£500) and the Finalist Award (£300).  
 
“"I am thrilled with the response to the Handel Singing Competition this year, with a record number of applications 
from across the world, demonstrating that this is a truly international event.  Congratulations to all the Semi-Finalists 
- we look forward to hearing you all on 5 March!" Samir Savant, Festival Director – London Handel Festival  
 
The Handel Singing Competition has been held annually since 2002 and has grown year on year, aiming to continue 
Handel’s tradition of nurturing young talent. Past finalists include Ruby Hughes, Iestyn Davies, Lucy Crowe, Tim 
Mead, Sophie Junker and Anna Starushkevych. The Competition works with an impressive line-up of adjudicators, 
and past judges include James Bowman, Iestyn Davies, John Mark Ainsley and Rosemary Joshua. All of the finalists 
from this year’s Competition are guaranteed a lunchtime recital in the 2020 London Handel Festival. 

 
https://www.london-handel-festival.com/page/competition/24/ 

 

For information about the London Handel Festival click here 

 

-ENDS- 

For more information and press tickets to the semi-final and/or final please contact Rebecca Johns at Premier 

Rebecca.johns@premiercomms.com ¦ 020 7292 7336 

Notes to Editor 

Semi-finalists 
Stephanie Hershaw SOPRANO 

Irene Hoogveld SOPRANO 

Alexandra Lowe SOPRANO 
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Myrna Tennant SOPRANO 

Margo  Arsane MEZZO-SOPRANO 

Eszter Balogh MEZZO-SOPRANO 

Arlene Miatto Albeldas MEZZO-SOPRANO 

Nian Wang MEZZO-SOPRANO 

Justin Schütz COUNTERTENOR 

Patrick Terry COUNTERTENOR 

Cairan Ryan BARITONE 

David de Winter TENOR  

William Thomas BASS 

 

2019 Adjudicators 

Ian Partridge 

Catherine Denley 

Michael George 

Larry Zazzo  

Jane Glover 

Rosemary Joshua  
 

2018 winners 

First Prize: In memory of Stephen Cooke  

Helen Charlston mezzo-soprano 

Second Prize: The Carne Trust Prize  
Laurence Lodge-Campbell soprano 

Audience Prize: Michael Normington Prize  
Laurence Lodge-Campbell soprano 

Finalist Prizes: The Selma D and leon Fishbach Memorial Awards 
Jacquelyn Stucker soprano 
Emma Stannard mezzo-soprano 
Daniel Mullaney tenor 
Ed Ballard baritone 

 

Previous winners 
2002 – Andrew Kennedy tenor  
2003 – Elizabeth Atherton soprano 

2004 – Angharad Gruffydd Jones soprano 
2005 – Fflur Wyn soprano 

2006 – Nathan Vale tenor 
2007 – Derek Welton baritone  

2008 – Erica Eloff soprano 
2009 – Ruby Hughes soprano 
2010 – Sophie Junker soprano 
2011 – Stefanie True soprano 
2012 – Anna Starushkevych mezzo-soprano 
2013 – Rupert Charlesworth tenor 
2014 – Ewa Gubanska mezzo-soprano 
2015 – Josep-Ramon Olivé baritone 
2016 – William Wallace tenor 
2017 – Marcjanna Myrlak mezzo-soprano 



2018 – Helen Charlston mezzo-soprano  
 


