
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR CONTEMPORARY MUSIC’S ‘LEANING EAST – 
MUSIC OF EASTERN EUROPE’ SERIES OF THREE LONDON CONCERTS NOW 
ON SALE 

Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, Royal College of Music, Sunday 13 March, 
Zvonimir Hačko, Conductor 

London Sinfonietta, Queen Elizabeth Hall, Wednesday 27 April,  
Jessica Cottis, Conductor 

Philharmonia Orchestra, Cadogan Hall, Sunday 22 May,  
Zvonimir Hačko, Conductor 

Launched in September, the International Centre for Contemporary Music is a multi-faceted 

organisation devoted to the performance, production, and promotion of contemporary music 

and to encouraging audiences to experience works that are either entirely new or date from 

the recent past. 

 

Programmed by ICCM’s Artistic Director & Music Director, Zvonimir Hačko, Leaning East, 

Music of Eastern Europe includes two world premieres of ICCM commissions and three 

UK premieres. The series’ aim is to combine performances of masterworks by Lutosławski 

and Gubaidulina with more recent compositions. 

 

Music of Eastern Europe 

Sunday 13 March 

Amaryllis Fleming Concert Hall, Royal College of Music, 19.00 

Thierry Escaich, organ; Zvonimir Hačko, conductor; Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 

 

Pēteris Vasks: Vēstijums (Message) (1982) for strings, two pianos and percussion [UK 

premiere] 

Thierry Escaich: Organ Concerto No 1 (1995) for organ and orchestra [UK premiere] 

Witold Lutosławski: Symphony No 3 (1983) 

 



 

New Polish Music 

Wednesday 27 April 

Queen Elizabeth Hall, Southbank Centre, 19.00 

Wojciech Błażejczyk, electric guitar; Jessica Cottis, conductor; London Sinfonietta 

 

Krzysztof Penderecki: Sinfonietta per archi (1992) 

Wojciech Błażejczyk: Concerto for Electric Guitar & Orchestra (2020) [World premiere/ICCM 

commission] 

Paweł Mykietyn: Prank for chamber orchestra (2021) [World premiere/ICCM commission] 

 

Two new pieces of Polish music are heard in tonight’s concert: the reorchestrated version of 

Wojciech Błażejczyk’s Concerto for Electric Guitar and String Orchestra [originally written in 

2016] and now scored with the addition of percussion and live electronics; and Paweł 

Mykietyn’s playful concerto for chamber orchestra “Prank”. Both are ICCM commissions 

receiving their world premiere. 

 

Celebrating Sofia Gubaidulina 

Sunday 22 May 

Cadogan Hall, 19.00 

Geir Draugsvoll, bayan; Zvonimir Hačko, conductor; Philharmonia Orchestra 

 

Isidora Žebeljan: The Horses of St. Mark’s (2004) [UK premiere] 

Sofia Gubaidulina: Fachwerk for bayan, percussion and strings (2009) 

Witold Lutosławsk: Concerto for Orchestra (1954) 

 

The International Centre for Contemporary Music (ICCM) presents a celebration of Sofia 

Gubaidulina’s 90th birthday. Performed by the Philharmonia Orchestra, this is the third 

concert in the ICCM’s inaugural mini-series and features music by three luminary composers 

from Eastern Europe and their most original, trailblazing work, ending with Lutosławski’s 

monumental Concerto for Orchestra. 

 

Zvonimir Hačko, ICCM’s Artistic Director & Music Director, said: 

 “While we never seem to tire of the great standards by Beethoven, Schubert, Mahler, 

and the like, what about the greats of our own time? Leaning East presents works that may 

well become a part of the 20th- and 21st-century cannon. Here you will hear them in their 

native garb: fiery, emotive, digging deep, and un-ironed. Great, monumental, works by 

Witold Lutosławski and Sofia Gubaidulina are contrasted with the new Polish school -- and a 

French interloper, Thierry Escaich, to clear the palate! Enjoy!” 

 

Tickets are now on sale for these concerts which exemplify ICCM’s commitment to reviving a 

performance culture in which a wealth of new music is presented as a matter of course.  

 

This month Mo. Hačko recorded a programme of Clarice Assad’s Symphony No. 1, Sofia 

Gubaidulina’s Fachwerk and Anna Clyne’s Rewind with the Philharmonia Orchestra for 

release on Signum in 2022. 



 
For further information please visit: www.iccmlondon.org 
 

All press enquiries to Simon Millward, Premier PR 

 simon.millward@premiercomms.com | +44(0)7990507310 

 

Notes to Editors 
 

ICCM was conceived and developed by Zvonimir Hačko and endorsed by the Oregon Music 

Festival as an international project. They were joined by Fidelio International SRL and Only 

Stage as development partners, and Hačko was joined by Susanna Stefani Caetani and 

Paolo Petrocelli in ICCM’s three-year planning period. 

 

Zvonimir Hačko, Artistic Director & Music Director, International Centre for 

Contemporary Music 

Croatian/American conductor Zvonimir Hačko serves as ICCM’s Music Director/Principal 

conductor, Music Director of London Orchestra Next, and Artistic Director/Chief Conductor of 

Oregon Music Festival (USA).  

 

A conductor with an international career that spans nearly four decades, Hačko brings to his 

post a broad artistic perspective, rich international experience, and an in-depth knowledge of 

styles and repertoire. Throughout his international career, Zvonimir Hačko, has always 

commissioned and championed the work of contemporary composers. As Music 

Director/Principal Conductor of the Portland-based (Oregon, USA) Oregon Music Festival, 

he has given local premieres of works by composers such as Adams, Pärt, Vasks, 

Rautavaara, Górecki, Tavener and Kancheli.  

 

He has conducted many orchestras internationally including Österreichische Symphoniker, 

Brazil National Symphony, Haifa Symphony, Tbilisi Symphony Orchestra (Georgia), State of 

Mexico Symphony, Symphony Orchestra of Serbian Radio-Television, Poznan Philharmonic 

(Poland), Istanbul Chamber Orchestra, Orchestra Sinfonica Siciliana (Italy), Sacramento 

Philharmonic (USA), Los Angeles Baroque Orchestra (USA), Orchestra and Chorus of 

Croatian National Theater, and many others. 

  

Hačko’s upcoming performances and recordings include work with Budapest Symphony 

Orchestra, Roma Opera Orchestra, Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, London Symphony 

Orchestra, Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra, Orchestra of St. Luke’s (New York), 

Philharmonia Orchestra, LaVerdi Milano, London Sinfonietta, Oregon Festival Orchestra, 

and others. He records for Signum Records and Naxos.  
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