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MOUNTVIEW WELCOMES DAME ROSEMARY SQUIRE AS NEW CHAIRMAN AND
GILES TERERA AS DEPUTY CHAIRMAN

Dame Rosemary Squire

23 February 2021

Mountview Academy of Theatre Arts has today announced the appointment of Dame Rosemary

Squire, the Joint Chief Executive of Trafalgar Entertainment, to be the next Chairman of Mountview
when the current Chairman, Dame Vikki Heywood completes her eight-year term in October of this year.
Olivier Award-winning actor and Mountview alumnus Giles Terera has been appointed Deputy Chairman
Designate and will take over from Andrew Parker.

During her tenure as Chairman of Mountview, Vikki led the transformational £30 million capital
campaign to enable the leading drama school to move from unsuitable temporary premises in Wood
Green, to a new purpose-built facility in the heart of Peckham, south London.

Commenting on her departure and Rosemary’s and Giles’s appointments Vikki said:

“I have had a truly terrific time leading the Mountview Board and working so closely with Stephen
Jameson and Sarah Preece as Joint Chief Executives. Though the last twelve months have been
challenging for us all due to the impacts of COVID, it is hard to leave such a visionary place. | am utterly
delighted that Rosemary will succeed me - she is a highly-respected theatre professional and
inspirational leader who will bring industry expertise and exceptional leadership. | am equally thrilled
that Giles will be Deputy Chairman. As one of the most important actors and writers of his generation,
and as a graduate of the college, he brings a wealth of experience and insight.

“I would like to thank all those who have given such critical support to Mountview during my term,
including my Deputy, Andrew Parker, the rest of the Board and staff, Southwark Council, the GLA, Sir
Cameron Mackintosh, Lady Susie Sainsbury and the Backstage Trust, and the many other foundations
and individuals who make such a vital contribution. Above all | would like to thank our outstanding
students for choosing Mountview as the best place to launch their career.”

Rosemary is one of the leading figures in British theatre having co-founded the Ambassador Theatre
Group in 1992 and then Trafalgar Entertainment where she is currently Joint CEO and Executive
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Chairman. Trafalgar Entertainment is the innovative international live entertainment business that’s
home to Trafalgar Theatre, Theatre Royal Sydney, Trafalgar Theatre Productions, Stagecoach Performing
Arts, Trafalgar Releasing, London Theatre Direct, Luke Shires Marketing, Jonathan Church Theatre
Productions, Chiswick Cinema and More2Screen.

In 2014, Rosemary made history as the first woman to be named EY UK Entrepreneur of the Year. She
was a National Member of the Arts Council England Board for almost 10 years (until 2018), chaired two
major appeals raising nearly £20m for Great Ormond Street Hospital and is currently Joint Chairman of
The Hall for Cornwall in Truro. Rosemary and her husband and business partner, Sir Howard Panter,
topped The Stage 100 for seven consecutive years.

Giles Terera trained at Mountview and has enjoyed an award-winning career as an actor, writer, director
and composer. He has worked extensively in the West End, at the National Theatre and Shakespeare’s
Globe. In 2018 he won the Olivier Award for Best Actor in a Musical originating the role of Aaron Burr in
Hamilton.

Mountview’s Joint Chief Executives Stephen Jameson and Sarah Preece commented:

“We would like to thank Vikki for her inspiring leadership. As Chairman she has driven extraordinary
change at Mountview and we would like to personally thank her for her constant support and guidance.
We would also like to thank Andrew Parker who brought incredible financial acumen to the Board.

“Rosemary is one of the UK’s most dynamic and successful businesspeople who, like Vikki has
transformed the cultural landscape and we look forward to working closely with her and Giles to
continue expanding Mountview’s work in offering access to the best training in our industry.”

Rosemary Squire commented:

“Mountview is one of the world’s most extraordinary performing arts institutions steeped in history and
boasting an impressive alumni track record. | am delighted and honoured to be taking over the role of
Chairman from Dame Vikki who has achieved some incredible triumphs during her eight-year term. As an
advocate of performing arts education, | firmly believe in the provision of grass roots knowledge and
professional training to help young, aspiring performers achieve their dreams. | look forward to working
with Giles who will be a remarkable Deputy Chairman and alongside Stephen and Sarah as they continue
to build an exciting future for Mountview.”

Giles Terera added:

“Mountview has been an important part of my artistic life for 25 years, as a student through to serving
on the Board. | couldn't be happier and more excited to now have the opportunity to become Deputy
Chairman, working alongside Rosemary to ensure that the great work carried out by Vikki and our
brilliant executive continues, namely, providing world class training for our brilliant young artists.”

Mountview is a world-leading drama school whose mission is to deliver excellence and inclusion in
dramatic training. Mountview’s new home, completed in 2018, has been shortlisted for a RIBA award
and provides two theatres — the 200-seat Mountview Theatre made possible by a generous £1million
donation from Sir Cameron Mackintosh and the 80-seat Backstage Theatre — the Foyle Learning
Resource Centre, Weston Production Workshop, the Linbury Applied Arts Studio, 21 acting and dance
studios, TV and radio suites, practice and meeting rooms and destination café bars.
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95% of Mountview’s undergraduates leave Mountview with agent representation and 97% of its
students work in the creative industries within one year of graduation. 70% of all long-running West End
shows feature Mountview graduates.

During lockdown the school launched Mountview LIVE, a series of online conversations led by Giles
Terera with leading industry professionals. Participants included Dame Judi Dench, Sir Lenny Henry,
Olivia Colman, Stephen Daldry, Glenda Jackson, Adrian Lester and Lin-Manuel Miranda. All
conversations are free to view on Mountview’s YouTube channel.

For further information please contact Simon Millward at Premier,
simon.millward@premiercomms.com, 07990507310

Notes to Editors

Dame Rosemary Squire has become a director of Mountview Academy of Theatre Arts Ltd and
become Chairman Designate with immediate effect, becoming Chairman at the end of October 2021.

About Dame Vikki Heywood

Vikki is Chair of Festival UK* 2022, a Board member of the National Theatre and a trustee of the Foyle
Foundation. Until 2018 she was Chairman of the Royal Society of Arts, the first in its history to be invited
to return for a second three-year term. She was the Chairman of 14-18 NOW — a programme of First
World War Centenary arts commissions that reached over 35 million people over five years.

Vikki was the Executive Director of the Royal Shakespeare Company from 2003 until 2013, and before
that Joint Chief Executive of the Royal Court Theatre.

About Dame Rosemary Squire

Dame Rosemary Squire is one of the most prominent women in British theatre of the modern era. The
business she co-founded in 1992, Ambassador Theatre Group, went on to become the world’s number
one live-theatre company. Her latest venture is Trafalgar Entertainment, a premium international live
entertainment business focussed on new productions and the distribution of live-streaming innovative
content.

In 2014, she made history as the first woman to be named EY UK Entrepreneur of the Year. She was a
National Member of the Arts Council England Board, chaired two major appeals for Great Ormond
Street Hospital and is currently Joint Chairman of The Hall for Cornwall in Truro. In 2007 Rosemary was
awarded an OBE for Services to Theatre and in 2018 received a Damehood for Services to Theatre and
Philanthropy. In 2019, Woking Borough Council bestowed Honorary Freedom of the Borough upon
Rosemary and her husband, Sir Howard Panter, both long-serving members of the community.

About Giles Terera

Giles Terera is an award-winning actor, musician and writer. He trained at Mountview and has worked
consistently at venues such as the National Theatre, the Royal Shakespeare Company and Shakespeare’s
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Globe. He is best known for originating the role of Aaron Burr in the London production of the award-
winning musical Hamilton, for which he won the 2018 Olivier Award for Best Actor in a Musical.

His other theatre credits include Rosmersholm, The Tempest, Avenue Q, 125th Street, Rent, The Book of
Mormon (West End); Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom, Hamlet, Death and the King’s Horseman, The Hour We
Knew Nothing of Each Other, Troilus and Cressida, Candide, Honk! (National Theatre); The Merchant of
Venice (Shakespeare’s Globe/international tour); The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui (Donmar Warehouse);
Pure Imagination — The Songs of Lesley Bricusse (St. James’s); King John (Shakespeare’s Globe/UK tour);
Don’t You Leave Me Here (West Yorkshire Playhouse); The Playboy of the Western World (Abbey,
Dublin); The Ratpack (West End/international tour).

As a writer, his theatre work includes The Meaning of Zong (Bristol Old Vic), The Ballad of Soho Jones (St.
James’) and the upcoming Black Matter (Crazy Coqgs). As a filmmaker, Giles’s first documentary, Muse of
Fire — created with Dan Poole — centres on modern perspectives of Shakespeare and premiered on BBC
Four in Autumn 2013. Giles was an associate producer on Poole’s feature documentary The Space:
Theatre of Survivaland and he wrote and directed the concert film Hello Harry! A Celebration.

Giles was appointed MBE in the 2020 New Year Honours for services to theatre.
About Mountview Academy of Theatre Arts

Mountview has been training performance and production artists since 1945.

In 1992 Mountview became the first provider of specialised musical theatre training in Europe.
Vocational courses include Acting, Musical Theatre, Actor Musicianship, Stage Management, Lighting,
Sound, and Scenic Art and Prop Making, Theatre Directing, Musical Direction, Creative Producing, Site
Specific Theatre Practice and Theatre for Community and Education.

Mountview is an educational charity training students at foundation, undergraduate and postgraduate
level as well as running dynamic evening, weekend and holiday short courses for all ages, plus outreach
programmes with schools and community groups. Degree programmes are validated by University of
East Anglia and Diplomas by Trinity College London.

In 2020 its Joint CEOs Sarah Preece and Stephen Jameson received a Special Recognition Olivier Award
for their pioneering of a new model drama school that combines performance, vocational training and

community engagement with creative development for professional artists.

For more information see www.mountview.org.uk



http://www.mountview.org.uk/

